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Middleton School District 2022
Bond Election Information

For information not provided in these Frequently Asked Questions or for further clarification, please email
Business Manager/Treasurer Alicia Krantz, regarding financial questions,

and Superintendent Marc Gee regarding general questions.

The Middleton School District is asking voters to approve a bond measure for three projects. Here is the bond
resolution. We have quite a bit of information on a web page dedicated to the August Bond Election. We also have
several charts and graphics that explain sometimes confusing numbers in an easy-to-understand format. You can
find all that, in addition to renderings of the proposed projects on the page as well. Scan this QR code, or go
directly there at https://www.msd134.org/domain/1996.

ELECTION INFORMATION
NEW as of 8/22 - Does the state of Idaho help with the cost of construction of schools? If so, how much?
Yes, the state has a fund called the Bond Levy Equalization Fund.  This fund is available to some school districts in the state, including Middleton
School District.  As we developed our cost analysis of the bond and the taxpayer impact, we took that into consideration.  This information is
available on our website or at this link: https://bit.ly/PiperSandlerdocument But the short answer is yes.  We anticipate approximately $22,184,000 of
the bond plus interest will be paid by the State of Idaho.

UPDATED 8/10 - Why can’t the School District collect impact fees like the city can?
First of all, as a school district, we are definitely in favor of making a change to allow schools to collect impact fees on new development.  We have
had those conversations with Star and Middleton city councils over the last year and offered our support.  However, the ability to collect impact fees
lies with the Legislature.  As a district we have supported moves by the Idaho School Boards Associations and Idaho Association of School
Administrators to lobby for these changes at the state level.  On a personal level, Superintendent Marc Gee has spoken with several of our local
legislators (and plans to start again with a few of those who are going to be new for the coming year) about the need for impact fees for schools.
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This is determined by the state legislature.  Currently state law does not allow impact fees to be collected for schools or libraries.  It is important to
note as well that, in most cases, impact fees are not high enough to build a complete school building, but could pay for portions of new buildings,
thus making the cost to taxpayers less.

NEW as of 7/28 - I’m just hearing about this bond election. Why haven’t I heard about it before this?
The Middleton School District has talked about a probable bond since January when it voted to hold the levy election in March. The discussion
became more serious early this spring. It’s been discussed at each board meeting since March. The information has been mentioned in surveys put out
to the community. Information has been printed by the Gazette. The District has produced a flier that is being distributed via the Post Office. It
arrived in the mailboxes for zip codes that fall within the Middleton School District in early August.

NEW as of 7/28 - Can I attend a public meeting to learn more about this bond election?
Yes, a meeting is scheduled for 6 pm Wednesday, August 10th, at Mill Creek Elementary. We are also holding “cottage” or small neighborhood
meetings. If you are interested, please call the district office at 208-585-3027 or email Superintendent Marc Gee at mgee@msd134.org.

Is this a levy or bond election?
This is a bond election to build a new elementary school, to renovate Heights Elementary School and build a CTE (Career Technical Education)
building (more information on these projects here).

What is the difference between a levy and a bond?
In Middleton, short-term levies support basic educational programs and pre-determined short-term maintenance projects. Voters approved a
continued supplemental levy in March, just as the community has done since 2004. School bonds provide funds for large long-term capital projects
such as modernization of buildings, new school construction or acquisition of property.

Didn’t I just vote on something in March?
Yes, and the Middleton School District appreciates the support it received from the voters. That was a levy to “supplement” the annual operating
budget. State and federal funding make up most of the annual budget. The Middleton School District currently receives $1.5 million from the current
supplemental levy that expires June 30, 2022. The new levy will continue that financial support.

Why is this bond measure important?
We are responding to the growth in our district.  Currently our elementary schools are at 110% of capacity and with continued growth we anticipate
that to increase and require additional space for students to learn. Mill Creek was 123% and Heights was 127% as of April, 2022. We also want to
provide our secondary students with more options in today’s world where not all students go on to college. Students want to graduate with bonafid
training that gets them into the job market with experience.
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Spring 2022 Demographic Data
Middleton School District contracted with Davis Demographics in the fall of 2021 to develop and analyze demographic data relevant to the district’s
facility planning efforts.

The first document is a 4-page summary of the report. Click here to review it.

The second document is a 68-page in depth population analysis and 10-year student population projections. Click this link to review the longer
report.
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LET’S BREAKDOWN THE PROJECTS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Why do we need a fourth elementary school?
Currently our elementary schools are at 110% of capacity and with continued
growth we anticipate that to increase and require additional space for students to
learn.

Where will the new school be built?
The New Elementary School would be built on land that the district already
owns on Meadow Park Blvd.Boulevard.

Why would it be located so close to the other elementary schools near the
city of Middleton?
For two reasons.  First, the district already owns the property thus avoiding
additional costs of purchasing a different property.  Second, the majority of our
students live within these areas, see student population density to right.  While
future growth may require an elementary further toward Can-Ada Road, the
need for the current students enrolled is concentrated in the south central portion
of the school district.

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION BUILDING

What is Career-Technical Education (CTE) building for?
A CTE Center would be for all high school students, including those who attend Middleton Academy. Traditional students at the high school get their
core credits, but they also need other options for training. We used to prepare our students to go onto college. But many graduates don’t go to college.
It’s expensive and it’s just not them. Many of today’s employers are looking for high school graduates who want to get into a particular field and who
already have some on-the-ground experience. High schools across the country are doing just that. We can do it on a limited level, but a center
increases this program and underscores the importance of learning a trade or getting experience if they don’t go to college.

A CTE Center would also increase capacity at the Middle School when the current academy moves to the new building. At the high High school
School, capacity would increase by the number of students who are attending the CTE Center during any given period.
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NEW as of 8/24 - If the bond passes, where would the new CTE center be located?
Ideally, we would locate this on or next to the current high school campus.  Two possible locations for the school are illustrated in the graphic.   Other
possibilities are on a different school campus and shuttling students back and forth, as well as donations of land nearby the school.   However, our
preference is a location on or next to the high school.
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HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY AND OTHER PROJECTS

What needs to be done at Heights Elementary and why?
The two-story building was built in 1987 and has several areas in need of renovation and/or modernization. The roof needs to be replaced; $200,000
has been earmarked to repair the damage created by water seepage caused by the earth berms. Extra sinks are planned in the laboratory classrooms
for engineering, science and art classes. Restrooms and other parts of the school, including the portables at the school, are not ADA compliant. To
review the complete list, click on this link.

ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS
NEW as of 8/8 - Why haven’t I seen any site work done at Mill Creek Elementary for the portables?
The install date for the portables was recently pushed back from October to November.  The district has been working with the city.  However, we
have not pushed anything official as placement will be different if the portables will only be in place for a couple of years if the bond were to pass, as
opposed to a more long-term solution if the bond does not pass.  For that reason, we will wait to go through the city permitting process until we have
that settled.  City representatives have indicated that there will be sufficient time to work through the process if we wait until then.

NEW as of 8/8 - I recently read that there are only two portables at Heights and no room for new ones? Is that correct?
Heights currently has three portable units. There is certainly space at all schools for more portables.  Where the article says "cannot fit on the
property" should read, is not already approved for more.  There are possible limitations for a number and how many the city would allow. However,
the bigger issues are more about having a "portable city" for our students, the traffic congestion that would continue to grow, and the safety elements
that increase as the number of non-permanent structures increases.  If the bond were to fail, district administration would take that and all other
options to the table to decide how best to proceed.

NEW as of 8/8 - I believe students can access dual credit funds for trade/technical classes at CWI.  Am I correct?  If so, why push for a $23
million bond to build a CTE in Middleton? This seems more of a want than a need. I am aware that not all students wish to pursue college.
First, yes students can absolutely access dual credit funds for some trade/technical classes at CWI.  A few drawbacks would be that we are at the
mercy of what CWI is willing to offer.  Also, students would have to attend on campus for most of these types of classes, which will limit some
students in their ability to attend the classes they would like.  While these are real drawbacks, they are also things we could overcome, and if the bond
doesn't pass, we will still look for ways to offer students these courses and options, it just won't be as easy.
Where I see the biggest reason for going forward with the CTE, beyond the opportunities for students, is the extra capacity that is created as a part of
this.  Students at our present Middleton Academy would attend school in the new facility, which would free up capacity for students at the middle
school.  Students from our current high school would take courses there, increasing capacity at the high school. Additionally, several of our existing
CTE programs would move to the new building adding additional classroom capacity in the current high school.  These capacity effects at the high
school and middle school help to push any conversation about a new middle or high school down the road and allows us time and options as the
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growth that is currently in our elementaries catches up to the high school and middle school.  If we were to have to bond for a new middle or high
school we would be looking at a cost of more like 50 to 80 million for just one school.   This lower cost CTE building  allows us to delay that
conversation and puts us in a position to receive the growth longer while creating additional options for our students close to home, which was a
desire expressed by our community when we surveyed in the fall.

NEW as of 7/28 - Wasn’t a new school building just built a couple of years ago on Highway 44? Why are you asking for another school
building?
That school is not a part of the Middleton School District.  Forge International is a charter school.

NEW as of 8/8 - Will high school students have the ability to attend classes at both the High Schools and the CTE Center? It’s been implied
that the CTE would be built on a separate campus.
The first choice for the school district will be to place the CTE building on or very near (within walking distance) of the high school campus. The
intention is that students would take classes at both buildings. If by some chance we had to build further away from the campus, we would adjust
schedules and provide a shuttle so that students can continue to take the classes that they want to take in both places. We envision the CTE building
to be an extension of the current high school.

Are land owners/sellers and developers being assessed for the building of schools and/or improvements due to overcrowding?
Those who own any land in the Middleton School District are currently being assessed at the same rate as any other property owner for the bonds and
levies currently on the books.
However, if you are asking if things like impact fees that are collected for schools when property is sold or developed, they are not.  As a district, we
cannot legally assess any of those types of fees, based on our current state law.
As a district, we have started meeting with developers and looking for ways that they can support the schools, even though impact fees are not
required. We have had conversations around donations of land as sites for future schools as well as donations to different causes or programs.
However, these are all voluntary on the part of the developer, and not required.
As a district, we support state legislation to collect impact fees for schools. We acknowledge, however, that impact fees would not be sufficient for
building a whole school. It could certainly help defray the costs. We have been advocating for these changes with our local legislators, as it would
need to be addressed at the state level.

If you build a new school, would you have enough staff?
If we were to build a new school, we would have enough educators. The state provides funding for teachers and support staff. That cost is not
included in the construction cost.
Public school districts in Idaho receive funding for both staffing and operational costs based on Average Daily Attendance or Average Daily
Enrollment (these two have been used at different times by the state).  Essentially that means that as our enrollment increases, our allocation from the
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state for staffing and operations increases accordingly.  Additionally, as our numbers increase, so will our staff and operations allocations from the
state.
Having qualified people to fill those jobs is challenging, but at this point we have been able to fill most of our open positions for the new school year.
We anticipate that we will have them all filled before school starts in the fall.

Why do you need a new elementary school?
It’s a lack of space for students.  For instance next year at Mill Creek Elementary, we have to bring in four new classrooms in two portable units.
Because of supply chain issues we won't get those portable classrooms until November. In the meantime, the teachers will split the library into two.
All computer labs will be changed to classrooms, and the teacher's lounge will be used as a classroom.  We are simply running out of space.  The
portables help, but we can only put so many of those at any given school and still maintain our ability to keep students' education safe and effective.
It’s also important to recognize that portable units are only a temporary solution. We would rather put those funds into permanent buildings.

How much do portable units cost?
We will lease two portables (two classes in each) at a rate of $3,500 per portable per month.  That figures to be $42,000 per year per unit, for a total
of $84,000 per year.  If the bond passes, we anticipate leasing for two years while the school is built.  If the bond does not pass, we will look at a
purchase option, with the cost being around $250,000 each, for a total of $500,000.  For any need over three years the purchase option is a better
financial move.

Does the proposed bond add another $140-160 per $100,000, so it will now be $300-320 per $100,000?
It does not add another $140-$160 to your tax bill, but it does extend the amount of time that patrons would be asked to pay that amount by 20 years.
The reason your tax bill for the bond goes down is directly correlated with the increasing number of homes and taxpayers in our school district
boundaries.  Each year as we make a bond payment, we need a specific dollar amount that stays (mostly) the same.  So as more people come into the
district, the rate that we have to ask each individual property owner can go down.

Do out-of-district students contribute to our capacity problem?
When Superintendent Marc Gee came to the district in the fall of 2021,he recommended that the Middleton School District stop allowing “new”
out-of-district students in.With one unusual exception, we have maintained that decision throughout this year and will maintain that through the
coming school year.
However, when it comes to students who were already here, we felt it was best for those students to complete their time in the district.  Many of these
students had been a part of our district for five or more years, some for as many as 11 years, and we felt it would be disingenuous to force those
students to leave the district when they and their families had committed so much of their lives to our district.  So each year we will see that number
drop.
If all those students were to leave, it is true that we might not need the bond this year, but within two years, projected growth would overcome the
number of out-of-district students we sent back, and we would be right back where we are today, with a possibly higher bill to pay for a new school
because building costs continue to skyrocket.
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UPDATED AS OF 8/8 - Could the Middleton School District charge out-of-district students’ families a fee?
The Board of Trustees reviewed a report on 8/8 regarding options for requiring an additional fee to be charged for those families that live outside of
the district so that they can bear their respective part of the burden for school operations and buildings. Click here to review it.

Haven’t voters been asked to approve a bond for a new elementary in the past?
Yes. Two other times. When the new elementary school was proposed in 2015 it was around $16 million to build.  When Middleton tried again in
2018, it was up to around $22 million.  Now we are at $28 million,
with an expected 10% increase in the next two years.

When will it be time for a new middle school?
It’s hard to predict how early one would be needed. However, if the
bond passes, we would move the Middleton Academy students to the
CTE Center and we will be able to increase capacity at the middle
school by about 12 classrooms, thus pushing that date further out.

Has the Board recognized what a heavy lift this will be in light of
the current economy? With the current state of the economy,
inflation, gas prices and food prices there are many who cannot
afford to even live here. I wonder, when it now takes more than
$100 to fill my gas tank, if the school board is out of touch with
reality?  I can personally afford the economy, but I'm just
anticipating how others will feel.  It's likely that in two years we
won't be in this situation and folks will feel better about approving
a bond such as this.
Yes, the Board of Trustees recognizes the heavy lift and discussed that
during the board meeting, held on June 13. You can listen to it here.
Trustees expressed concerns and what it means to our local residents.
At the same time, trustees recognize their duty to provide a safe
environment for students to learn. Overcrowding and placing students
in portable classrooms disrupts the learning process. It’s not equal to
the students in a traditional classroom. Often portables, that are meant
to be temporary, become permanent fixtures on a school campus. Furthermore, the ventilation in portable classrooms can become a problem.
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Can you please address the timing of this bond measure, especially in light of the recent increased property assessments, fuel costs and the
possibility of a recession?
The Middleton School Board Trustees understand the financial strain that our community is facing and the daunting future.
Yes, it's a heavy lift, but one concern of waiting on a bond is that the costs continue to rise. It will simply cost more if we delay it for a couple of
years. This elementary design had bond attempts in 2015 and 2018.  In 2015 the cost for the same school on the same lot was $16 million.  In 2018 it
was $22 million.  Today it's $28 million and contractors are telling us to expect a 5-10% increase per year for the foreseeable future.
As we designed the bond proposal, the district focused on keeping the cost per $100,000 the same or lower.  That’s why we are asking for a specific
dollar amount, not a rate, and so as more people move into the community, the cost for each property owner decreases.
Over the past 5 years, the cost for taxpayers has dropped from $367 to $161 per $100,000 of taxable property value.  As more people move into the
district, that cost will continue to go down to the point that we anticipate we can keep the cost at $161 or lower, even while increasing the total bond
liability.

I have had some concerns about the design of the proposed elementary school since the first election. Have you talked with teachers and
administrators?
Superintendent Marc Gee would love to get more feedback regarding the proposed elementary school. He has met with several regarding the plan.
One of the reasons we have been keeping with this design is to try and keep costs as low as we can.  Previous attempts at bonding for this elementary
resulted in a number of architectural and planning costs that the district would be responsible for if we were to change direction at this point. That's
not to say we can't address some of the concerns within the scope of the current design, but to completely abandon the design would have a high cost
that we would then have to include in the bond.

Where do the tax receipts go when new people move into the Middleton School District?
Those funds are applied to our existing bond and that’s why the rate that we ask for continues to go down because there are more people to share the
burden. Those funds are what would help keep the costs for these projects down. The school district would require a fixed dollar amount to pay its
bond each year.  As more people come in, the cost for individual taxpayers would go down for that school project. It’s also important to know that the
Middleton School District can’t speak for other taxes that might be levied by other agencies.

Is this the only method you have to fund the construction of a new school?
Based on Idaho laws, this is the only method we have for raising the necessary funds.

Keep scrolling for additional questions.

13



WHAT WILL THIS MEAN TO
ME AS A TAXPAYER?

What happens to the cost of the bond for me if
the value of my home increases?
This is difficult to answer specifically because
every person’s home value is different.  While the
district can confidently say that what is asked of
individuals per $100,000 of value is going down
from year to year, if the value of your home were
to increase, it has the potential to increase your
overall tax bill. Not because the district is asking
for more money, but because the value of your
home has increased.
Here are some graphics that may help explain the
impact on taxes as more taxpayers move into the
Middleton School District.
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UPDATED 8/8 - What will the ballot say?
Here is the sample ballot.

How much of my current property taxes go to fund
the Middleton School District, compared to other
taxes?
Your total property tax bill covers a myriad of costs for
different taxing entities. Here’s the latest breakdown of
taxes for Middleton area property owners. The 2022
Canyon County snapshot, provides an overview of the
taxes collected for residents who live in the City of
Middleton. See the pie chart on the next page.
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NEW - What happens if a home is foreclosed on after the bond passes?
When a home is foreclosed, the bank that owns the home still pays taxes, so foreclosures would not affect what anyone else has to pay.

How much of my taxes goes to Middleton Schools?
Middleton Schools take about 21 percent of total taxes collected in this area.
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From: https://www.canyonco.org/elected-officials/assessor/all-taxing-districts/ Click on the Middleton tab.

Here is a breakdown of the Middleton School District’s 2022-2023 budget. Review budget information and financial reports here.
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VOTER INFORMATION
Who is eligible to vote?
Middleton School District residents who are age 18 or older on August 30th, 2022,  Election Day, and are registered voters.

How do I register to vote?
If you have moved or are not registered, you will need to register at the poll or before Election Day.
You can register here.

You will need one of the following:
● A valid Idaho driver license issued through the Department of Transportation
● A valid Idaho identification card issued through the Department of Transportation
● Any document which contains a valid address in the precinct together with a picture identification card
● Students may also use a current valid student identification card from a post secondary educational institution in Idaho accompanied with a

current student fee statement that contains the student’s valid address in the precinct together with a picture identification card.

Is early voting available?
If you want to vote early (or cast an absentee ballot) and avoid the in-person polls, visit Elections on the Canyon County website.

UPDATED as of 8/22 - Where do I vote in person?
Here are the polling locations. You must vote in your designated precinct.
Notus Community Center
LDS Old Hwy 30
LDS Lansing Lan
Middleton Middle School
LDS Willis
O’Connor Fieldhouse
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